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The life of a believer in Christ is a life of service. 
It is a life of sacrifice. It is a life lived for the benefit 
of the other. Sadly, we as Christians often work against 
each other and not as a body of people working together 
with the gifts that God has blessed us with. We are to 
use these gifts for the sake of the kingdom and for the 
sake of the gospel of Christ. We are not to use them 
for personal gain or in a malicious way. The scripture 
reminds us constantly that we are to lay our lives down 
for the sake of the other. We are to walk in a new way, 
understanding ourselves as born again, renewed, and 
transformed in Christ.

The apostle Paul writes in Romans 12:1-8  I beseech 
you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that ye 
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God, which is your reasonable service.  2 And be 
not conformed to this world: but be ye transformed by 
the renewing of your mind, that ye may prove what is 
that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.  3 
For I say, through the grace given unto me, to every man 
that is among you, not to think of himself more highly 
than he ought to think; but to think soberly, according as 
God hath dealt to every man the measure of faith. 4 For 
as we have many members in one body, and all members 
have not the same office:  5 So we, being many, are one 
body in Christ, and every one members one of another.  6 
Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is 
given to us, whether prophecy, let us prophesy according 
to the proportion of faith;  7 Or ministry, let us wait on 
our ministering: or he that teacheth, on teaching;  8 Or 
he that exhorteth, on exhortation: he that giveth, let him 
do it with simplicity; he that ruleth, with diligence; he 
that sheweth mercy, with cheerfulness.

We are instructed by Paul to live our lives differently 
than perhaps we had been living them. He says that this 
is your reasonable service, in other words understanding 
the mercy of God, the graciousness of God, and that we 
have been saved by His grace our lives should be lived 
in the same way. We are to be gracious people, offering 
grace unto the sinner. It is foolishness on our part to think 
that somehow we are entitled to this salvation, it is a gift 

that we have received and we are called to remember 
this. We, the gentile people, have been grafted into the 
good olive tree (Romans ch.11), wild branches that we 
are. We are to remember from where we have come. We 
were strangers to the covenant of Abraham and had no 
right to the mercy of God. We, who were not the people 
of God have been made the people of God. O How 
marvelous is the mercy of God and how amazing is His 
Grace!

 Our bodies then we offer to God as holy and 
acceptable, a sacrifice that’s living, He has given us life. 
The ways of the world or the age we live in are not the 
rule and norm in our lives, but rather the ways of Jesus 
the Christ. He is the one who has given unto us a new 
existence. He is the one who indeed has transformed us 
by his work on our behalf. Our minds are to be stayed 
on Him and our actions are to emulate Him. This is 
what Paul means when he says not to think of ourselves 
more highly than we should, but rather according to the 
merits of Jesus the one who has transformed our minds. 
Paul says in Philippians 2:3-9  3 Let nothing be done 
through strife or vainglory; but in lowliness of mind let 
each esteem other better than themselves.  4 Look not 
every man on his own things, but every man also on the 
things of others.  5 Let this mind be in you, which was 
also in Christ Jesus:  6 Who, being in the form of God, 
thought it not robbery to be equal with God:  7 But made 
himself of no reputation, and took upon him the form of 
a servant, and was made in the likeness of men:  8 And 
being found in fashion as a man, he humbled himself, 
and became obedient unto death, even the death of the 
cross. 9 Wherefore God also hath highly exalted him, 
and given him a name which is above every name:

The question that often arises is “How can I a sinner 
act and behave like Christ? The answer is found in the 
scripture. Jesus, when He told His disciples that He would 
be leaving them said in the gospel of John 14:12-18  12 
Verily, verily, I say unto you, He that believeth on me, the 
works that I do shall he do also; and greater works than 
these shall he do; because I go unto my Father.  13 And 
whatsoever ye shall ask in my name, that will I do, that 

Your Reasonable Service



the Father may be glorified in the Son.  14 If ye shall ask 
any thing in my name, I will do it.  15 If ye love me, keep 
my commandments.  16 And I will pray the Father, and 
he shall give you another Comforter, that he may abide 
with you for ever;  17 Even the Spirit of truth; whom the 
world cannot receive, because it seeth him not, neither 
knoweth him: but ye know him; for he dwelleth with you, 
and shall be in you.  18 I will not leave you comfortless: 
I will come to you. 

It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that we are able 
to act and behave in a Christ like manner. God in His 
mysterious and miraculous way empowers us by His 
Holy Spirit. He is gracious and gives us everything 
we need to carry out our ministry. We have all been 
redeemed, purchased by the blood of Christ. We are all 
called to minister or serve within the kingdom, which 
is the church of the saints. We are not rivals competing 
against each other. We are a body of believers with 
different gifts and abilities. So Paul says “Do what you 
are called to do according as God has given you the 
ability and grace to do so”. Do this because “This is your 
reasonable service”.

God’s Peace, Pastor Dennis Hannu

Annual Meeting Notice
The Spruce Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church 

Annual Meeting will be held on Monday, September 
12, 2011, at 7:30 P.M. at the church.  All members 
are urged to attend.                Secretary, Neil Aho

Fall Schedule
On Sunday, September 11, we return to the Fall 

Service Schedule:  Sunday School 10:00 A.M.
    Service 11:00 A.M.

Fall Cleaning

Fall Cleaning at the church will be on Saturday, 
October 1st, starting at 10:00 am. We will be doing 
interior and exterior cleaning.  If you are unable to 
attend on that day, please stop by earlier in the week and  
do one of the tasks that are in the box on the desk in the 
kitchen. Please initial and date the task once you have 
completed it.

Special Offering

There will be an offering collected for Russell and 
Eunika Aho on September 4th, 2011. Russell and Eunika’s 
daughter Jade suffered from meningitis this past January 
and the funds collected will help her parents with the 
bills that were incurred. There will be ushers standing 
at the back of the church following the service to collect 
your offering. If unable to attend the service and would 
like to contribute to the costs, please send your offering 
to Russell & Eunika Aho, 56684 170th St., Menahga, 
MN 56464

Guest Speaker

Ron Holmgren will be the guest speaker at Spruce 
Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church on Friday and 
Saturday evenings, October 28th and 29th at 7:30 PM and 
Sunday morning, October 30th at 11:00 AM.

Wedding Announcement

Roy Aho and 
Mary Ketola were 
married on August 
17th at Hidden Hills 
in Rindge, New 
Hampshire.  
Roy is the son of 
Nola Aho and the 
late Reuben Aho 
and Mary is the 
daughter of Warren 
and Pirjo-Liisa 
Ketola of Rindge, 
NH. 
The couple will 
be living in New 
Hampshire.

Milestones

9/18/11-Paul Impola - 60th Birthday
9/28/11-George Salmonson - 81st Birthday
9/25/11-Elmer Yliniemi - 75th Birthday
10/1/11-Linda Aho - 86th Birthday
10/12/11-Patricia Aho (Harvey) - 50th Birthday



Baptisms

Birth Announcement

Dan and Loretta Hannu announce the birth of a daughter. 
Kayla Elina was born on August 5th, 2011 at home. 

Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 11 at 
10:00 am.  
Sunday School Teachers for 2011-2012
 Preschool:  Janet Aho
 Kindergarten:  Dayna Anderson & Elissa Hannu
 1st Grade:  Levi Yliniemi
 2nd Grade:  Stephanie Siltala
 3rd Grade:  Neil Aho
 4th Grade:  Lori Aho
 5th Grade:  Gina Aho
 6th Grade:  Raymond Aho
 7th Grade:  Peggy Aho
 8th & 9th Grades:  Joshua Aho

The Adult Bible Class starts on Sunday, September, 11 
at 10:00 AM .  The class will be held every Sunday that 
there is Sunday School.

Rafe Charles Aho, son of Charles & Leila Aho of rural 
Menahga, was baptized on Sunday morning, August 7th, 
2011 at the Spruce Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church 
by Pastor Dennis Hannu. His sponsors are Nicholas 
& Megan Aho of Menahga and Christopher Coponen 
of Atlantic Mine, MI. His grandparents are Victor & 
Lola Aho of Menahga and Daniel & Anne Coponen of 
Atlantic Mine, MI.

Lane Adrian Aho, son of Adrian and Tamra Aho of 
Osage, was baptized on Sunday, July 31st at the home of 
his paternal grandparents in Wolf Lake by Pastor Dennis 
Hannu. His sponsors are Elijah and Amanda Ketola of 
New Hampshire, Jolie Aho of Wolf Lake, and Desiderio 
and Jamie Marquez of  Menahga. His grandparents are 
Reino and Peggy Aho of Wolf Lake and Timothy and 
Mary Haapala of Menahga.

Marshall Nicholas Aho, son of Nicholas and Megan 
Aho of rural Menahga, was baptized on Saturday, August 
13th at the home of his parents by Pastor Dennis Hannu. 
His sponsors are Charles & Leila Aho of Menahga and 
Corey Estola of Ironwood, MI. His grandparents are 
Victor & Lola Aho of Menahga and Rick & Betty Estola 
of Ironwood, MI.

Lydia Evelyn Aho, daughter of Neil and Amanda Aho 
of rural Menahga, was baptized Sunday morning, August 
21st at the Spruce Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church by 
Pastor Dennis Hannu. Her sponsors are Neal & Marla 
Kandoll of Toutle, WA and Adrian & Tamra Aho of 
Osage. Her grandparents are Joshua & Deborah Aho of 
rural Frazee and Kenny & Pam Holgate of rural Frazee.

Sunday School will begin on Sunday, September 11 at 

Sunday School

The Adult Bible Class starts on Sunday, September, 11 

Adult Bible Class



News & Notes
•	 Armas	 &	 Pat	 Aho	 have	 had	 many	 visitors	 this	

summer	 including	Steve	&	 Jeannette	Aho,	Michael	
&	Caitlin	Aho	and	Sam	&	Molly	Seppala.

• Elijah and Amanda Ketola came from New 
Hampshire to visit their families in the area.

• David and Loretta Olson came from South Carolina 
to visit her family.

• Armas and Pat Aho traveled to Washington to visit 
their daughter and family.

• A baby shower was held at the church for Erica Aho 
and her daughter Eden.

• The Reino and Peggy Aho family spent a few days at 
a resort in celebration of Reino’s 60th birthday.

• Harry & Lori Aho & family traveled to New 
Hampshire to visit family.

• Patricia & Layla Aho traveled to New Hampshire to 
visit family.

• Nola Aho & family traveled to New Hampshire to 
attend Roy & Mary’s wedding.

• Elmer, Miriam and Isak Yliniemi traveled to New 
Hampshire to attend Roy & Mary Aho’s wedding.

• Rodney and Hannah Aho traveled to New Hampshire 
to attend Roy and Mary’s wedding.

• Larry & Eva Salo and Elvi & Walt Ketola were here 
visiting from the Carolinas.

• Victor Sr. & Lola Aho and Nate & Stephanie Siltala 
traveled to South Dakota to attend a wedding.

• Brian & Miranda Seppanen and family from 
Washington were here visiting her parents Les & 
Marsha Hanson.

• Clarice Traffie and her daughter from Washington 
were here visiting her parents Les & Marsha Hanson.

• Reuben and Ellen Tumberg had 4 of their daughters 
and their families visit them at the end of August. 
Alan & Nora Bergman and family from Oregon; 
Maija Mosteller and son Paul, Erik & Greta Lundby 
and family, Seth & Linda Matson and family all 
from Washington.

• The Reuben & Ellen Tumberg family traveled to 
Hancock, MI to attend Marc & Kiersten’s wedding.

• Deborah Aho traveled to New Hampshire to attend 
Roy & Mary’s wedding.

• Marlin Aho has been in the area visiting his parents, 
Joshua &Deborah Aho.

• Neal & Marla Kandoll and family have been in the 
area visiting family.

• Jacob Aho has moved to Minnesota from Washington 
and will be living with his parents Raphael & Linda 
Aho.

Remember in Prayer

“…pray one for another, that ye may be healed.  The 
effectual fervent prayer of a righteous man availeth 
much” (James 5:16)

• Rodney and Hannah Aho and family as Rodney has 
been deployed to Kuwait.

• Marty Ahlf and family in the loss of his father Wally 
Ahlf.

• Camden Aho, son of Tim & Jill Aho (grandson of 
Wilho & Diana  Aho) who was recently diagnosed 
with Leukemia.

• Karen Latto with health concerns.

Continue to remember in prayer:
National Leaders  Our Missionaries  
Natalie Matson  Our Children & Youth    
Lila Yliniemi   Our Military   
Violet Yliniemi  Our Elderly   
Shirley Yliniemi  Martha Aho   
Art Latto   Della Nelson   
Pastor Jesse Aho  Elsie Aho   
Byron Saari   Billy Nelmark   
Elias Aho   Diane Niemi & Family
Rosa Maaninga (June Nelmark’s Mother)
Joan Koskela  
Our Church, our Pastor and Church leaders.
Sunday School Teachers and Students

Grandchild Announcements

Bret and LaRae Anderson announce the birth of a 
grandson.  Bodin John Anderson was born on  June 24th, 
2011 to Reid & Morgan Anderson. Other grandparents 
are Aaron and Lynda Peterson of Dassell, MN

Paul and Esther Impola announce the birth of a 
granddaughter.  Sage Elizabeth was born to Jimmy 
and Clara Estola of Ironwood, MI on July 2nd.  Other 
grandparents are Rick and Betty Estola of Ironwood, 
MI.

Reuben and Ellen Tumberg announce the birth of a 
granddaughter.  Patience Ellen was born to Seth and 
Linda Matson of Washtucna, WA on July 2nd, 2011.  
Other grandparents are Mark and Sandy Matson of 
Mesa, WA.



Cookbooks For Sale
Spruce Grove Church has 2 cookbooks for sale. 
Tastes for All Seasons (#1) and Feed on His Word (#2)
If you would like to purchase a cookbook, please contact 
Amanda or Hannah Aho. The cost is $12.50 per book; 
shipping is $2.50 per book if you need it shipped.  Make 
checks payable to Spruce Grove Church Ladies and 
send to: Amanda Aho, 15610 490th Ave., Menahga, MN 
56464.  Please earmark the check “cookbook”.  Also 
specify how many and which cookbook(s) you would 
like to purchase: cookbook #1 or cookbook #2.

There has also been some mistakes that have been found 
in Cookbook # 2.  If you would like this list, please 
e-mail sgalcnewsletter@gmail.com and it will be sent 
to you.

Spruce Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church
15272 Co. Hwy 45, Wolf Lake, MN 56593

Phone: (218)538-6540
Pastor’s Office Hours: 

Tues-Fri 9:00 am to Noon or by Appointment

Pastor Dennis Hannu 
H :(218)837-5871  C: (218)539-0098

Church Board 
Chairman: Raymond Aho (218)538-6735
V. Chairman: Harvey Aho  (218)538-6640
Secretary:  Neil Aho  (218)538-6690
Treasurer: Jeremy Howard   (218)564-5381
Members:  Armas Aho (218)564-4397
  Jamin Aho (218)334-2376
  Joshua Aho (218)538-6719
  Andrew Keranen (218)538-6677
  Victor Aho Jr.   (218)564-5222
Financial Secretary: Emma Aho  (218)841-1997
Sunday School Superintendent: 
   Jason Aho  (218)538-6732
Newsletter Editor: Dayna Anderson (218)564-5093

The Annual Meeting Minutes and any changes 
made to the dinner, coffee and cleaning groups will 
be distributed to church members on September 
25th and will be on the church website after the 25th. 

14 Students were confirmed at Spruce Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church on Sunday, July 17th.  
Front Row: Lois Impola, daughter of Paul & Esther Impola; Sammy Jo Aho, daughter of Bob Aho & Kim 

Hjermstad; Pastor Dennis Hannu; Kaylor Holmstrom, daughter of Ted & Kayleen Holmstrom; Emily Hannu, 
daughter of Dennis & Miriam Hannu. 

Middle Row: Luke Aho, Son of Joshua & Deborah Aho; Raul Aho, son of Nola & the late Reuben Aho;  Eli 
Hannu, son of Dennis & Miriam Hannu; Micah Aho, son of Victor Sr. & Lola Aho; Ethan Aho, son of Andrew 

& Patty Aho; Kyle Aho, son of Raymond & Janet Aho. 
Back Row: Derek Borth, son of Daran & Christy Borth; Jaden Aho, son of Harry & Lori Aho; Gabriel Holmstrom 

and Grant Holmstrom, sons of Ted & Kayleen Holmstrom 

2011 Confirmation Class



PUZZLE PAGE
Name These People

1. He was the oldest Son of 
Amram.
2. His wife’s name was 
Elisheba.
3. He had four sons.
4. He was a gifted speaker.
5. He was the first anointed 
priest.
Hint: Read more about this famous 
priest in the book of Exodus.
Who was this man?
___________________

1. She was a follower of 
Jesus in the city of Joppa.
2. Her Greek name was 
Dorcas.
3. She was known for helping 
the poor.
4. Peter raised her from the 
dead.
5. Many people believed in 
Jesus when they heard her 
story.
Hint: Read Acts 9:36-43 to learn more 
about this loyal servant of God.
Who was this woman?
___________________

1. He was chosen by God to 
save Israel.
2. He was chosen from the 
tribe of Manasseh.
3. He used a piece of fleece 
to test God.
4. He led an army of 300 
men.
5. He had 70 sons.
Hint: Read Judges 6 through 8 to find 
out more about the battle that made 
this man famous.
Who was this man?
___________________



Alvin and Alisha Aho were married on 
June 26th, 2011 in South Carolina.

A reception was held for Alvin and Alisha
 at Spruce Grove Church on July 31st.

Nate and Carrie Aho were married on 
June 4th, 2011 in Washington.

A reception was held for Nate and Carrie
 at Spruce Grove Church on July 16th.

Vacation Bible School was held August 1st to the 5th.  
There were about 50 students throughout the week.  The 

theme for this year was The Lord’s Prayer.

Thank you to the volunteers, teachers and 
helpers during the week. 



Spruce Grove Apostolic Lutheran Church
60077 500th St.
Sebeka, MN 56477

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Radio Broadcast
Echoes of Mercy broadcast  KWAD Wadena    
920 & 1430 AM Sundays:   8:05 A.M. – English
      9:00 A.M. - Finnish 
Sponsored by Spruce Grove, Menahga and New York 
Mills Apostolic Lutheran Churches

Church Website
You are invited to check out the church website at:
 www.sprucegrovechurch.org
New pictures are added often. Services are live online 
and are also recorded and may be accessed any time.  
Please call the church at (218) 538-6540 if you have any 
problems with viewing the services.

Newsletter
The newsletter is also available online, if you prefer 
not to receive the newsletter by mail, please e-mail 
sgalcnewsletter@gmail.com and ask to be removed 
from our mailing list.

Non-Profit Org.
Permit # 11

U.S. POSTAGE
Menahga, MN 

56464

Telephone Services 
We have made a change to the procedure used to listen 

to the services over the telephone.  The new numbers to 
dial are:

Wolf Lake:   538-1030
Menahga:   564-1030
Verndale/Aldrich:  445-1030
Nimrod:    472-1030
Sebeka:    837-1030

Also the pin number will stay the same and will be 
787565# for all services.  When you call in, you will 
be asked for the participant code and that is when 
you will dial the pin number followed by the #. Then 
it will ask for your name, this is optional, you can 
either say your name and press # or just stay on the 
line and it will connect you after about 5 seconds.

Notice to Parents of Sunday School Students:
Children are coming home with memory work from Sunday School, please 

ask them to share it with you and help them prepare for the next Sunday.



1 2 3

4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Organists: Deborah Organist: Jolie

 & Patricia Sound: Nate
Sound: Jason & Chet

11 12 13 14 15 16 17

Organist: Sarah Organist: Patricia
Sound: Neil & Adrian

18 19 20 21 22 23 24

Organist: Deborah

Sound: Tyrone
Organist: Jolie

Sound: Jason & Andrew

25 26 27 28 29 30

Organists: Sarah & Jolie

Organist: Patricia Sound: Nate
Sound: Chet

Dinner Following the Service  Group # 1

Notes:

We have made a change to the procedure used to listen to the services over 
the telephone.  The new numbers to dial are:

Wolf Lake:  538-1030         Menahga:  564-1030
Aldrich:  445-1030            Nimrod:  472-1030

Sebeka:  837-1030
Also the pin number will stay the same and will be 787565# for all services.  
When you call in, you will be asked for the participant code and that is when 
you will dial the pin number followed by the #. Then it will ask for your name, 
this is optional, you can either say your name and press # or just stay on the 

line and it will connect you after about 5 seconds.

Worship Service 11:00 AM

Worship Service 11:00 AM

Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM

Worship Service 11:00 AM

Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM

Coffee Group: # 6

7:30 PM

Sunday School 10:00 AM 8:00 PM

Family Bible Study

Song Service

7:30 PM 2:00 PM

Coffee Group: # 5

Youth Group Adult Bible Study

Sunday School 10:00 AM 8:00 PM

Nursing Home

Worship Service

1:45 PM

Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM Annual Meeting Family Bible Study Finnish Song

7:30 PM 7:30 PM  Service -Menahga

Sunday School 10:00 AM SGALC 

Coffee Group: # 4

7:30 PM 2:00 PM

Worship Service
Worship Service & 8:00 PM

Communion 10:30 AM Youth Group Adult Bible Study

  SEPTEMBER 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday



1

2 3 4 5 6 7 8

Organists: Patricia & Sarah

Sound: Neil & Jamin

9 10 11 12 13 14 15

Organist: Patricia

Sound: Tyrone
Organist: Deborah

Sound: Adrian & Jason

16 17 18 19 20 21 22

Organist: Sarah

Sound: Andrew & Neil

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 Worship 

Guest Speaker Ron Holmgren 

Organist: Sarah

Sound: Nate Sound: Chet
Organist: Jolie

Sound: Jason & Jamin

30 31 Notes:

Organist: Deborah

Sound: Neil & Adrian

Guest Speaker Ron Holmgren 

Worship Service 11:00 AM

Worship Service 11:00 AM

Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM

Worship Service 11:00 AM

Sunday School 10:00 AM

Worship Service &

Communion 11:00 AM

Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM

Sunday School 10:00 AM

Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM

Worship Service 11:00 AM

Dinner Following Service

We have made a change to the procedure used to listen to the services over the 
telephone.  The new numbers to dial are:

Wolf Lake:  538-1030         Menahga:  564-1030
Aldrich:  445-1030            Nimrod:  472-1030

Sebeka:  837-1030
Also the pin number will stay the same and will be 787565# for all services.  When 
you call in, you will be asked for the participant code and that is when you will dial 

the pin number followed by the #. Then it will ask for your name, this is optional, you 
can either say your name and press # or just stay on the line and it will connect you 

after about 5 seconds.

Sunday School 10:00 AM Service 8:00 PM

Family Bible Study Ron Holmgren

Coffee Group: # 1

Youth Group

Adult Bible Study

Organist: Patricia

Coffee Group: # 2

8:00 PM

7:30 PM 2:00 PM

Worship Service

7:30 PM

Sunday School 10:00 AM

Coffee Group: # 7

2:00 PM

Family Bible Study

7:30 PM

8:00 PM

Youth Group

Adult Bible StudyAdult Bible Class 10:00 AM

Sunday School 10:00 AM

7:30 PM

Worship Service

Adult Bible Class 10:00 AM

Finnish Song

 Service -Menahga

Nursing Home

1:45 PM

  OCTOBER 2011
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday


